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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ESTIMATING A
FLY SCREEN EFFECT OF AN IMAGE
CAPTURE UNIT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method for estimating a
fly screen effect of an image capture unit, a method for cor-
recting a fly screen effect of an image capture unit and a
corresponding device.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Methods of correcting the fly screen effect are sufficiently
well known in the industries of modern display equipment
design and modern image capture. In most applications, how-
ever, the fly screen effect (English and technical literature:
also fixed pattern noise, FPN) is estimated during manufac-
ture and additionally or alternatively in a separate laboratory
environment.

A few scene-based methods for reducing the fly screen
effect are also found in scientific publications, e.g., in R. C.
Hardie, M. M. Hayat, E. Armstrong and B. Yasuda, “Scene-
based nonuniformity correction with video sequences and
registration,” Optical Society of America, Applied Optics No.
8, vol. 39, pp. 1241-1250, 2000 or in United States Published
Patent Appln. No. 2009/0257679. However, the methods used
there are based mainly on the assessment of the optical flow or
other methods and sequences closely related thereto.

SUMMARY

Against this background, a method for estimating a fly
screen effect of an image capture unit, a method for correcting
a fly screen effect of an image capture unit, also a device
which uses these methods and finally a corresponding com-
puter program product according to the present invention are
presented with the present invention. Advantageous embodi-
ments are derived from the following description.

The present invention is based on the finding that there are
constant changes in the image information detected by an
image capture unit due to a movement of the image capture
unit or the surroundings detected by the image capture unit. If
image information detected over a period of time is averaged
or added up, the resulting image information typically has a
smooth curve. Areas in which the smooth curve is disturbed
indicate interferences caused by the image capture unit. Since
a real image capture unit induces such interferences, image
information detected by an image capture unit as well as the
resulting image information generated from multiple
detected image information items does not have a smooth
curve. The interferences caused by the image capture unit
may be described by corresponding parameters in a model
description of the image capture unit. If the parameters are set
optimally for the image capture unit, then the image informa-
tion detected by the image capture unit may be corrected by
the parameters in such a way that it has a smooth curve. It is
thus possible to determine the parameters by the resulting
image information being acted upon by parameters in accor-
dance with the model description, and values for the param-
eters in which the resulting image information has a prefer-
ably smooth curve being sought. Alternatively, detected
image information may be acted upon with the parameters
and subsequently the smoothness of the detected image infor-
mation may be determined in each case. The individual values
for the smoothness of the detected image information may
subsequently be summarized as the resulting smoothness,
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2

and the values for the parameters at which the resulting
smoothness is minimized may be determined.

The approach according to the present invention describes
an online method for assessing the fly screen effect based on
an analysis of image sequences. This means in particular that
the fly screen effect may be measured and corrected outside of
alaboratory environment. To achieve this goal, a few assump-
tions are made about the world and the capture of individual
images.

This approach is suitable for a wide variety of video-based
methods of single image capture in natural surroundings. This
is true in particular of video sequences of modern vehicle
front cameras or cameras on mobile robots.

With the aid of an online FPN correction, it is possible to
carry out a correction of the fly screen effect in detected
sequences. Thus a correction of the fly screen effect in a video
scene improves the image quality, in particular in sequences
with little light when using conventional sensors. Improve-
ments in color reconstruction are also possible. Accurate
pixel values are used in color reconstruction in particular, in
which many pixel values are linked in the course of a calcu-
lation. FPN-corrected image data cause less color noise in the
image, in particular in sequences of dim lighting. Further-
more, improvements in the algorithm function are possible.
Many algorithms depend on “good” image signals, i.e., those
suitable for the respective algorithm. The fly screen effect, in
particular the gap FPN, which occurs preferentially, inter-
feres with the image processing algorithms, e.g., a lane rec-
ognition algorithm. Correcting the fly screen effect may
improve the function of such algorithm functions.

Renewing the calibration of the image capture unit after a
few years of practical use is advisable. Since an online FPN
correction algorithm is used according to the present inven-
tion, the fly screen effect may be corrected at certain time
intervals. This means that the changes in the fly screen effect,
which take place over large time scales, may be corrected.
This improves the quality of the product. A detection of
temperature-dependent FPN correction variables during
practical use is also possible. The fly screen effect is generally
a very temperature-dependent phenomenon. With the aid of
the online FPN correction, various temperature-dependent
correction parameters (data) may be detected and corrected.
All measured data are temperature-dependent and may there-
fore also be measured without online FPN correction. How-
ever, with the aid of the online FPN correction, the FPN may
be corrected as a function of temperature.

This also yields cost savings during the manufacturing
process. With the use of an online FPN correction, it is pos-
sible to omit the step during the manufacturing process in
which the fly screen effect is measured and subsequently
stored in the device. In this way, the memory space in the
device may also be reduced. This permits the use of less
expensive image device hardware due to the good correction
methods.

The approach according to the present invention is based
on the derivation of spatial and/or time properties of mea-
sured images or image sequences, i.e., the image property, in
short. This image property may be implemented by smooth-
ness but also the change in smoothness or a global image
property with a completely different definition. Such an
image property may generally be imaged on a number. In
addition, assumptions are made by estimates about this image
property for an ideal image or an ideal image sequence. This
estimate may be derived theoretically, for example, or heu-
ristically deduced, i.e., based on experience. Based on a com-
parison of the measured image property with an assumed
ideal image property, image correction parameters with
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which the image property of the measured images is corrected
in the direction of the ideal image property are now estimated.
A minimization process then finds the ideal parameter set for
the given input data. The ideal images need not be known
completely. Instead it is sufficient to define an abstract image
property of these images in such a way that the results
obtained may be used appropriately in the real application.

In the case of the FPN correction, the approach according
to the present invention may be applied as follows. As a global
parameter of the measured images, the smoothness of com-
bined individual images of a sequence is estimated, or alter-
natively, the smoothness of multiple single images is com-
bined. An undistorted smooth image is assumed as the ideal
image. The correction parameters which correct the smooth-
ness of the measured image to the assumed ideal smoothness
of an ideal image may also be described by a sensor model
and thus may also be identified with the Fixed Pattern Noise.
The minimization process then finds an ideal set of param-
eters for a given number of images. If these images are
selected representatively and are sufficient in terms of the
number, then the found FPN also corresponds to the FPN of
the image capture unit within the scope of the model.

The present invention creates a method for estimating a fly
screen effect of an image capture unit having a plurality of
image sensors for providing light intensity information,
which includes the following steps:

determining an image property of an image information
item based on a plurality of light intensity information items
and a plurality of parameters, in which each of the plurality of
parameters is assigned to each of the plurality of image sen-
sors, and

ascertaining a plurality of parameter values for the plurality
of'parameters in which the image property is approximated at
least to an ideal image property, the plurality of parameters
representing the fly screen effect in a model of the image
capture unit.

The fly screen effect (Fixed Pattern Noise) refers to an
undesirable image artifact which is due to the technical design
of the image capture unit. The image capture unit may be a
camera or part of a camera, for example, a number of image
sensors. The image capture unit may be situated on a vehicle,
for example, to capture the surroundings of the vehicle. Light
intensity may be detected by a pixel of the image capture unit.
Multiple light intensities of a plurality of adjacent pixels
detected simultaneously or in immediate succession may be
combined into one item of light intensity information. The
light intensity information may thus be an image or a photo-
graph of the image capture unit or a subarea of a correspond-
ing image or a corresponding photograph. Light intensity
information may thus be detected or provided by one area of
a sensor surface area of the image capture unit. If a two-
dimensional coordinate system is drawn in the sensor surface
area, the light intensity information may have different light
intensity values for different coordinates. The plurality of
parameters may likewise have different values for different
coordinates of the coordinate system. The plurality of param-
eter values may be represented as a matrix of numbers in
which a separate number in the form of a parameter value is
assigned to each image sensor. The plurality of light intensity
information items may be detected in chronological order by
one and the same area of the sensor surface area. A number of
items of light intensity information used may depend on a
maximum possible resolution of a light intensity by a pixel of
the image capture unit. Thus the number of light intensity
information items may be greater than the resolution. The
image capture unit may be described by a model. The model
may define a relationship between a real item of image infor-
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mation detected by the image capture unit and the corre-
sponding image information detected by the image capture
unit. The model may represent a mathematical function. The
at least one parameter may be a variable of the model. In
particular, the at least one parameter may be an interference
variable of the model representing the fly screen effect. The
image information may be determined from the light intensity
information as well as the plurality of parameters by combin-
ing the light intensity information and then subjecting it to the
plurality of parameters or by subjecting the light intensity
information to the plurality of parameters individually and
then combining them. The image property may represent a
spatial property and/or a time property of the image informa-
tion. The ideal image property may be estimated in advance
for an ideal image or an ideal image sequence. The image
property may be represented by a value or a number. The
approximation of the image property to the ideal image prop-
erty may be carried out based on a comparison between the
ideal image property and the instantaneous image property,
which is ascertained using instantaneous parameter values.
The parameter values in which a deviation between the ideal
image property and the instantaneous image property is mini-
mal or is within a tolerance window may be found through
multiple comparisons. One example of a suitable image prop-
erty is the smoothness of the image information. Smoothness
may mean the absence of high frequencies with respect to the
image information. Minimal smoothness occurs at constant
image information, which is not desirable because the image
information is then deleted. The “desirable” smoothness,
which may correspond to the ideal image property, does not
contain any of the interfering image components. These inter-
fering image components are usually represented by high
spatial frequencies and do not occur in the real undisturbed
image information. The individual parameter values of the
plurality of parameter values may be selected accordingly in
such a way that the image property corresponds to the ideal
image property or comes as closely as possible to the ideal
image property, e.g., around a value of the ideal image prop-
erty within a predetermined value range. For the example of
smoothness, the ideal image property occurs when the image
information has as few high frequencies as possible. A cor-
responding online estimation method for the fly screen effect
may be carried out online, i.e., during operation of the image
capture unit by the image capture unit providing photographs
of the surroundings.

According to one specific embodiment, the step of deter-
mining the image property may include the following steps:
combining the plurality of light intensity information items to
determine a resulting light intensity information item; the
resulting light intensity information item being acted upon by
the plurality of parameters to determine a light intensity infor-
mation item acted upon by the plurality of parameters; and
determining the image property as an image property of the
light intensity information item thereby acted upon. The com-
bination may take place by a mean value being formed from
the light intensity information items or by the light intensity
information items being added up. The combination may also
be carried out in a completely different manner, for example,
by weighting according to the time elapsed. The individual
items of light intensity information and the resulting light
intensity information both have interference caused by the fly
screen effect. The interferences caused by the fly screen effect
may be reduced due to the resulting light intensity informa-
tion being acted upon by the plurality of parameters. The
better the interferences are represented by the plurality of
parameters, the better the interferences in the light intensity
information acted upon may be reduced by using the plurality
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of parameters. The better the interferences are reduced, the
more interference-free, i.e., smoother, is the light intensity
information thereby acted upon. Thus the plurality of param-
eter values is most suitable for reducing the interferences
caused by the fly screen effect, which results in an ideal
smoothness of the light intensity information thereby acted
upon, for example. The minimization procedure may also
include regularizing parameters (o and [3) so as not to achieve
the greatest possible smoothness, resulting in constant
images. These regularizing parameters may be selected in
such a way that the smoothness after correction matches the
assumed smoothness or empirical smoothness of the real
information as closely as possible.

According to an alternative specific embodiment, the step
of determining the image property may include the following
steps: acting upon each of the plurality of light intensity
information items with the plurality of parameters to deter-
mine a plurality of light intensity information items that have
been acted upon; determining an image property of each of
the plurality of light intensity information items acted upon;
and determining the image property by combining the image
properties of the plurality of light intensity information items
acted upon. Since each of the light intensity information items
has been acted upon by the plurality of parameters, the inter-
ferences caused by the fly screen effect in each of the light
intensity information items may be reduced. One value of the
image property, for example, the smoothness, may be deter-
mined by using a suitable mathematical or logic function. The
values of the individual image properties may be combined
by forming a mean value from the values or by adding up the
values. The more the interferences in the light intensity infor-
mation items are reduced by the plurality of parameters, the
more interference-free are the light intensity information
items acted upon, and they have a lower value for the example
of smoothness, i.e., the resulting smoothness. Then a low
value of smoothness means very smooth and a high value of
smoothness means not smooth, i.e., rough.

The at least one parameter may represent the dark signal
nonuniformity (DSNU) and additionally or alternatively the
photo response nonuniformity (PRNU) of the image capture
unit. In principle, all combinations of FPN parameters may be
estimated. The photo response nonuniformity may relate to
the characteristic noise component of the image capture unit.
The dark signal nonuniformity may relate to deviations from
signal responses of individual sensor surface areas from an
average value for the case when no light strikes the image
capture unit. The fly screen effect may be described very well
by the PRNU and DSNU parameters. For example, the at least
one parameter may include a factor and/or a summand with
which a light intensity information item to be detected by the
image capture unit is acted upon according to the model to
determine a modeled light intensity information item taking
into account the fly screen effect. The parameter PRNU may
be used as a factor and the parameter DSNU may be used as
a summand.

The plurality of parameter values of the plurality of param-
eters may be ascertained based on a minimization process.
Thus a suitable parameter value may be ascertained for each
individual one of the plurality of parameters. For example, the
plurality of parameter values may be determined as the mini-
mums of a function describing the smoothness of the image
information, the function including a derivation of the image
information over at least one main direction of extent of a
capture area of the image capture unit. A value of the image
property, for example, the smoothness, may thus be deter-
mined mathematically and assessed. In general, the image
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property may represent a spatial property and additionally or
alternatively a time property of the image information.

The present information also creates a method for correct-
ing a fly screen effect of an image capture unit which includes
the following steps:

ascertaining a plurality of parameter values for a plurality
of parameters representing the fly screen effect in a model of
the image capture unit according to one of the preceding
specific embodiments; and

correcting an item of light intensity information of the
plurality of image sensors with the plurality of parameter
values to determine a light intensity information corrected
with respect to the fly screen effect.

The correction may take place in that the light information
detected by the sensors is acted upon by the plurality of
parameters, for example, in that the light intensity informa-
tion is multiplied with a corresponding parameter value or a
corresponding parameter value is added up. Through this
correction, the detected light intensity information may be
corrected by the ascertained fly screen effect. This may cause
a complete or partial correction of the existing fly screen
effect.

According to one specific embodiment, during an operat-
ing mode of the image capture unit, in which the plurality of
image sensors detects light intensity information continu-
ously, the step of ascertaining the plurality of parameter val-
ues is carried out repeatedly. Thus, in the correction step, the
light intensity information detected may be acted upon by a
plurality of parameter values determined last. For example, it
is possible to respond rapidly to temperature-dependent
changes in this way.

Thus the step of ascertaining the parameter value may be
carried out in response to a predetermined value of a detected
temperature of the image capture unit or of surroundings of
the image capture unit.

The present invention also creates a device which is
designed to carry out or implement the steps of the method
according to the present invention in corresponding units. The
object on which the present invention is based may also be
achieved rapidly and efficiently through this embodiment
variant of the present invention in the form of a control unit.

A device in the present case may be understood to be an
electric device which processes sensor signals and outputs
control signals as a function thereof. This device may have an
interface which may be implemented in hardware and/or
software. In a hardware embodiment, the interfaces may be
part of a so-called system ASIC, for example, which includes
a wide variety of functions of the device. However, it is also
possible for the interfaces to be separate integrated circuits or
to include discrete components at least partially. In a software
embodiment, the interfaces may be software modules which
are present on a microcontroller, for example, in addition to
other software modules.

Also advantageous is a computer program product having
a program code, which may be stored on a machine-readable
carrier such as a semiconductor memory, a hard drive
memory or an optical memory and is used to carry out the
method according to one of the specific embodiments
described above when the program is executed on a device
corresponding to a computer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of an image capture unit
according to one exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
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FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a device for correcting a
fly screen effect of an image capture unit according to one
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart of a method for estimating a fly
screen effect of an image capture unit according to one exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of another method for estimating
a fly screen effect of an image capture unit according to one
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description of preferred exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, the same or similar
reference numerals are used for the elements, which have
similar effects and are represented in the various figures, so
that repeated descriptions of these elements may be omitted.

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of an image capture unit
according to one exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The image capture unit has an image sensor 102, which
is designed to detect light intensities striking image sensor
102 and is represented by arrows. Image sensor 102 is
designed to output a light intensity information item 104,
including information concerning the light intensities
detected in a partial area or the entire detection surface area of
image sensor 102. A device 106 for estimating a fly screen
effect of the image capture unit is designed to receive a
plurality of light intensity information items 104, which are
detected by image sensor 102 at different detection times and
are output. Device 106 is designed to determine an image
property of an image information item generated from the
plurality of light intensity information items 104. Smooth-
ness is used as an image property below as an example. Using
smoothness, device 106 is also designed to determine one or
multiple parameter values 108, which describe(s) the fly
screen effect caused by the image capture unit. Parameter
values 108 may be output by device 106 for further use.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a device for correcting a
fly screen effect of an image capture unit according to one
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. The device
has a correction unit 212, which is designed to receive a light
intensity information item 104 detected and output by the
image capture unit and to receive parameter values 108 suit-
able for correcting the fly screen effect. Correction unit 212 is
also designed to correct the fly screen effect present in light
intensity information item 104 by using parameter values 108
and to output a suitably corrected item of light intensity
information 214.

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart of a method for estimating a fly
screen effect of an image capture unit according to one exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention. This method may
be carried out, for example, by device 106 shown in FIG. 1.
Parameter values 108, which may be used by correction unit
212 shown in FIG. 2, for example, are generated with the aid
of this method.

In a step 321, multiple items of light intensity information
104 are combined to determine a resulting item of light inten-
sity information 323. In a step 325, the resulting item of light
intensity information is acted upon with parameter values 108
of multiple parameters to determine an item of light intensity
information 327 acted upon by the parameters. In a step 329,
a smoothness 331 of light intensity information 327 acted
upon is ascertained. A suitable mathematical or logic function
may be used for this purpose. Steps 325, 329 may be carried
out repeatedly using other parameter values 108, and the
resulting values of smoothness 331 may be compared with
each other. Parameter values 108 in which the value of
smoothness 331 is at its lowest may be regarded as optimal
parameter values 108 and be output. As an alternative to steps

10

25

30

35

45

50

55

60

8

325,329, aset of optimal parameter values 108 may be found
with the aid of a suitable algorithm, for example, a minimi-
zation process.

This approach is described in detail below on the basis of
one exemplary embodiment.

An optical lens is used in traditional 2D-image capture
methods. This optical lens projects the light intensity infor-
mation from the surroundings at a predefined solid angle onto
a 2D sensor configuration, which may be represented as fol-
lows:

Lyop€QNR =1y ek’ 1)

where 1., may represent a light intensity information item
in the sensor plane.

It is now assumed that the average value of information
item 1, , , is smooth when averaging is carried out over a long
enough period of time.

T (@3]
Awap = | lwapdt
0

The averaging may be [carried out]| by simple integration
or by addition or by concrete averaging, in which the integral
in equation (2) is divided by time T.

The assumption is based on the fact that information item
Iy, varies over time in the real world. This may be due to the
fact that the camera and the optical lens are in constant
motion, as is the case with vehicle front cameras, for example,
or due to other effects.

In general, edges of maximal light intensity, which may be
recorded by the device, change from one image to the next. It
is readily possible to derive from this how many samples are
averaged. If an edge is present in one image and not in any
other image, then this edge should disappear during averag-
ing. A sensor may generally measure only light intensities of
Liopel0 ... 27-11NZ". An edge of maximal light intensity
should not amount to more than 1 after being combined. The
following holds accordingly:

2" -1 3
<1
Nsample
= Nample > 2" — 1 (€3]
®)

Where nsample
bined.

A smoothness S of an information item X may be
expressed as follows:

S@). =NV, Xx.p)ldx dy (©),

where |*| stands for an arbitrary, but reasonable, norm. The
lower the value of S, the smoother is the image.
Smoothness here expresses an absence of high frequencies.
It is assumed that the averaged information item in the
world is smooth. To this extent it holds that

indicates how many light intensities are com-

7
S(Awep)), = ffo,yAw,zDWXdy @

-J

x and y are coordinates of a coordinate system, which is
inserted into the sensor surface area.

A f Iwapdildxdy ®)
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This brings up the point that a model of image capture unit
D,,,should be prepared. In general, a linear model for mea-
sured light intensity 1,,,,, is assumed. However, a higher
general order in the sense of a Taylor polynomial may be
considered:

)

I 2p = D (I 2p)

10

_$ 2 Doglivan) (o)

4 dUwap) n|

za-lyap +0b, an

where the values expressed with a,, are also known by the
term PRNU (photo response nonuniformity), and values x
expressed by b, are also known by the designation DSNU
(dark signal nonuniformity).

Inserting this sensor model into equation 8 yields:

Slyop)=l VXJDerfl (Ingop)dtldx dy

If it is assumed that this assumption is correct, it may be

inferred that the smoothness of the averaged ambient inten-

sity S(Ay»p) is disturbed by the capture unit. To obtain the
correction values for FPN (a, b), S is now minimized:

12

min{S(Aw2p), } 13

To impose certain constraints on the minimization process,
it was decided to start with a device model, which on the
average has only minor deviations from its ideal parameters,
e.g.,a=1 and b=0, and to take into account deviations from the
ideal state:

%n{S(AW,ZD)‘_‘ +la— 1] +15]} 14

In the remaining course of the task, it was decided to
concretize the minimization by using an [.2 standard. First, a
few acronyms shall be defined:

Ej =S(Awzp) +la— 1]+ 2| (15)

Ey, = S(Awap),, +la-12+0° (16)

> rﬁn{E} or: %H{EL’Z} 17

Next the minimization is carried out by

BE[,Z(a+Ed, b++55) (18)

Jde

%H{Ebz (a, b)} = "

OEL,(a+ €, b) (19
=

on OEL,(a, b+ eb)
de

Jde

e=0

20

This minimization is discretized since the sensors of the
device do not sample the signal continuously. This is
achieved, among other things, with a reconstruction through
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finite elements of the first order at the positions of all sensors
of'the same type. Sensors of different types are sensors having
different color filters, for example. In other words, sensors of
the same type are sensors having the same color filters, for
example. This results in a system of equations whose number
depends on p-n'm and which is to be solved, where p repre-
sents the order of the device model, which is generally 2, and
n and m represent the number of sensors within the dimen-
sions of the sensor configuration.

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of another method for estimating
a fly screen effect of an image capture unit according to one
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. This method
may be carried out by device 106 shown in FIG. 1, for
example. A parameter value 108 which may be used by cor-
rection unit 212 shown in FIG. 2, for example, is generated
with the aid of this method.

In a step 441, multiple items of light intensity information
104 are each acted upon by a parameter value 108 to deter-
mine multiple light intensity information items 443 thus acted
upon. In a step 445, a value for smoothness 447 of corre-
sponding light intensity information items 443 acted upon is
determined for each item of light intensity information 443
acted upon. In a step 449, the individual values of smoothness
447 are combined to determine a resulting smoothness 451.
Steps 441, 445, 449 may be carried out repeatedly using other
parameter values 108, and the resulting values for smoothness
451 may be compared with each other. Parameter value 108 at
which the value of smoothness 451 is lowest may be regarded
as an optimal parameter value 108 and may be output.

This approach is described in detail below on the basis of
one exemplary embodiment.

Each item of intensity information, for example, an image,
is deteriorated by the measurement. Deterioration here again
means an increase in high frequencies and thus a decline in
smoothness.

Smoothness S(X) of an individual image may now be
determined with the aid of formula (6) by the same method as
that described with reference to FIG. 3.

To take into account the time dimensions, the combination,
e.g., the average of all determined smoothness values, should
be taken into account. The parameter set of the sensor model
is constant in all smoothness calculations.

The average or the combination of smoothness values is
minimized to obtain interference-reducing information. This
minimization is regulated by the parameters of the penalizer
(cor aand P).

The approaches according to the present invention are not
limited to correcting merely the DSNU or the PRNU. Instead
of'those, the approaches may be expanded to any order of the
device model.

Furthermore, the device model may be adapted in a manner
such that the resulting equation system is smaller, e.g., allows
only a gap FPN. The manner in which the equation system is
solved may also be selected freely and adapted mainly to the
required accuracy balance and the required processing com-
plexity.

In contrast with other FPN correction schemes, the
approach according to the present invention is based on a
basic physical assumption about the impression of the sur-
roundings on the device.

Implementation may be accomplished in a program code
of' a computation unit which is designed to exchange infor-
mation with the camera. It may also be implemented in hard-
ware. A hardware system requires, among other things, a
memory for storing the averaged information.
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The approaches according to the present invention may be
used with all products for which clear and noise-free images
are required. For example, one possibility for use is in a front
camera of a vehicle.

The exemplary embodiments described here and illus-
trated in the figures are selected only as examples. Different
exemplary embodiments may be combined completely with
one another or with respect to individual features. One exem-
plary embodiment may also be supplemented by features of
another exemplary embodiment. Furthermore, the method
steps according to the present invention may be repeated and
carried out in a different order than the order described here.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for estimating a fly screen effect of an image
capture unit having a plurality of image sensors for providing
anitem of light intensity information, the method comprising:
determining an image property of an image information
item based on a plurality of light intensity information
items and a plurality of parameters, one of the plurality
of parameters being assigned to each of the plurality of
image sensors, wherein the plurality of parameters rep-
resents a dark signal nonuniformity of the image capture
unit; and
ascertaining a plurality of parameter values for the plurality
of parameters in which the image property is at least
approximated to an ideal image property, the plurality of
parameters representing the fly screen effect in a model
of the image capture unit.
2. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the step of
determining the image property includes:
combining the plurality of light intensity information items
to determine a resulting light intensity information;

acting upon the resulting light intensity information with
the plurality of parameters to determine the item of light
intensity information that is acted upon by the plurality
of parameters; and

determining the image property as an image property of the

light intensity information that is acted upon by the
plurality of parameters.

3. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the step of
determining the image property includes:

acting upon each one of the plurality of light intensity

information items, with each of the plurality of param-
eters, to determine a plurality of light intensity informa-
tion items that is acted upon;
determining image properties of the plurality of light inten-
sity information items that is acted upon; and

determining a further image property by combining the
image properties of the plurality of light intensity infor-
mation items acted upon.

4. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the plurality of
parameters also represents a photo response nonuniformity of
the image capture unit.

5. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the plurality of
parameter values is ascertained based on a minimization pro-
cess.

6. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the image
property represents at least one of a spatial property and a
time property of the image information.

7. A method for correcting a fly screen effect of an image
capture unit of a vehicle, the image capture unit including a
plurality of image sensors for providing an item of light
intensity information, the method comprising:

applying a plurality of parameters to each of a plurality of

items of light intensity information of the plurality of
image sensors to obtain a plurality of items of light
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intensity information that are acted upon, wherein one of
the plurality of parameters is assigned to each of the
plurality of image sensors;
ascertaining individual image properties of the plurality of
items of light intensity information that are acted upon;

determining a global image property by combining the
individual image properties, wherein the global image
property represents at least one of a spatial and temporal
property of the plurality of items of light intensity infor-
mation that are acted upon;

comparing the global image property to an assumed ideal

image property;

based on the comparison, approximating the global image

property to the assumed ideal image property, wherein
the approximating includes ascertaining a plurality of
parameter values for the plurality of parameters, the
plurality of parameters representing the fly screen effect
in a model of the image capture unit; and

correcting the plurality of items of light intensity informa-

tion that are acted upon with the plurality of parameter
values to determine a plurality of items of light intensity
information corrected with respect to the fly screen
effect.

8. The method as recited in claim 7, wherein the step of
ascertaining the plurality of parameter values is carried out
repeatedly during an operating mode of the image capture
unit in which the plurality of image sensors provides light
intensity information continuously, and in which in the step of
correcting the light intensity information is acted upon by a
most recently determined plurality of parameter values.

9. A device for estimating a fly screen effect of an image
capture unit having a plurality of image sensors for providing
an item of light intensity information, the device comprising:

an arrangement for determining an image property of an

image information item based on a plurality of light
intensity information items and a plurality of param-
eters, one of the plurality of parameters being assigned
to each of the plurality of image sensors, wherein the
plurality of parameters represents a dark signal nonuni-
formity of the image capture unit; and

an arrangement for ascertaining a plurality of parameter

values for the plurality of parameters in which the image
property is at least approximated to an ideal image prop-
erty, the plurality of parameters representing the fly
screen effect in a model of the image capture unit.

10. A non-transitory computer-readable medium on which
is stored program code that is executable by a processor for
carrying out a method for estimating a fly screen effect of an
image capture unit, the image capture unit having a plurality
of image sensors for providing an item of light intensity
information, the method comprising:

determining an image property of an image information

item based on a plurality of light intensity information
items and a plurality of parameters, one of the plurality
of parameters being assigned to each of the plurality of
image sensors, wherein the plurality of parameters rep-
resents a dark signal nonuniformity of the image capture
unit; and

ascertaining a plurality of parameter values for the plurality

of parameters in which the image property is at least
approximated to an ideal image property, the plurality of
parameters representing the fly screen effect in a model
of the image capture unit.

11. The method as recited in claim 7, wherein the global
image property represents a smoothness of the image infor-
mation.
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12. The method as recited in claim 7, wherein the global
image property represents a smoothness change of the image
information.

13. The method as recited in claim 7, wherein the global
image property is represented by a number.

14. The method as recited in claim 7, wherein a particular
one of the plurality of parameter values that leads to ideal
smoothness of the plurality of items of light intensity infor-
mation acted upon is most suitable for reducing the interfer-
ence caused by the fly screen effect.

15. The method as recited in claim 7, wherein the plurality
of parameters represent at least one of a photo response non-
uniformity of the image capture unit and a dark signal non-
uniformity of the image capture unit.

16. The method as recited in claim 7, wherein the plurality
of parameter values is ascertained based on a minimization
process.
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